
April 3, 2020. 

Dear Saint Andrew Parishioners,      

I hope everyone is very well, especially with your health, that is most important. Now I want 

to start with the words of Saint Paul: "We know that all things work for good for those who 

love God" (Rom 8:28). The Covid-19 pandemic is transforming our lifestyle, but it cannot 

destroy the faith, hope and love that God has placed in our hearts. I want to thank you for 

your personal, family, and community prayers on behalf of our parish, the Universal Church, 

and the world. The present situation has not yet completely put us on lockdown in our 

homes, as is happening in other countries; however, it is convenient that we stay in our 

house as long as possible. If for some truly important reason you need to leave your home, 

please keep your social distance, because we never know who may have the virus; That is 

not a lack of faith in God, but a way of protecting ourselves, our families, and society. 

Some spiritual points to live with during this confinement at home during Lent (Leonardo 

Boff). 

1. Take time for yourself and review your life. 

2. How has my life been so far? 

3. Whose side am I on? From those who are well in life, or from those who have some need, 

those who need a word of comfort, those who are poor and suffer? 

4. What is my fundamental option? Be happy by all means? Accumulate material goods? 

Get social status? Or be good, understanding, willing to help and support those who are in 

a worse situation? 

5. Can I tolerate the limits of others, the bored, and control myself not to respond to the 

nonsense I hear? Can I let it go? 

6. Can I truly forgive, turn the page, and not be held hostage to resentment and bad 

judgment? 



7. Can I find the right words when I have to tell some truths and draw attention to the errors 

or mistakes of others that are related to me? Or do they go straight, aggressively, humiliating 

the person? 

8. When I get up in the morning, I say a prayer with the thought, does it need to be with 

words, asking God to protect me, my family and those with whom I live and work? And at 

night, before going to sleep, I raise my mind to God, even without words, to thank the day, 

for everything that has happened, and for being alive? 

9. What place does God occupy in your life? Do you want to try a few minutes of pure 

meditation, where only you and God are present, forgetting the world a little? Just raise your 

mind and be silent before Him. 

10. Do you have the courage to foster an attitude of total dedication to God, knowing that 

you are always in the palm of His hand? Everything that happens comes from His love. Death 

is like a birth and no one has seen their own birth. In death, without realizing it, we will fall 

into the arms of God the Father and Mother of infinite goodness and mercy. Never forget 

the comforting words of the First Epistle of Saint John, (3,20): "If your heart accuses you, you 

must know that God is greater than your heart." So depart in peace under the cloak of infinite 

divine mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holy week: 

1. Schedule for the celebrations: Holy Thursday: 6:00 pm, Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion: 

6:00 pm, Easter Vigil: 8:00 pm. Easter Sunday: 9:00 am: Spanish, 11:00 am: English. 

2. Regarding Palm Sunday, I informed you that we would be distributing palms: 9:30 am-

10:30 am; but even though we have the palms already, I want to ask you to please stay at 

your house, cut some green branches from your garden, make a brief procession with your 

family around your house, and together read the Gospel of the Lord's Passion. 

3. Holy Thursday, prepare a table, sit around and share the readings, then wash your feet of 

one another (the spouses between them, both wash their children's feet); then, break the 

bread and share it, as the early Christians did. Don't just settle for watching a celebration 

online, or listen by the phone, but also do what you can do at your home. Don't forget that 

your family is the domestic church. 

4. Good Friday, we will be praying the Stations of the Cross bilingual, 3:00 pm; we will 

celebrate the Lord's Passion 6:00 pm. For this celebration I ask you all as a family to kiss a 

Crucifix, after place it in the most important place in your house. 

5. Holy Saturday: Celebration of the Easter Vigil: decorate your house with signs of joy, 

especially the front door; make a circle with your whole family, the father holds a small 

candle, the mother lights it, everyone asks God to bless that light that represents the Risen 

Christ in your lives as a family. Then, you can read the gospel of the Lord's Resurrection and 

share together a short reflection. Hopefully you can sing the Gloria. End this celebration by 

giving a big hug of peace. 

 

 

 

 



Other points: 

1. A very special favor: I ask the coordinators of each ministry, groups, catechists; and other 

members of the parish, to keep in touch with your members, and other members of the 

parish, and let me know if anyone in the community needs any help. This is a time of trial, 

especially in our faith. 

2. On Palm Sunday the Church carries out a collection to support the Christians of the Holy 

Land; also the first weekend of each month, we have the Building Fund collection for the 

Construction of our parish; so if your financial situation allows you, please send by mail your 

contributions to support these two important causes. 

3. Some people are asking about the dates of First Communion and Confirmation, and the 

answer is: We are in pause at this moment, that is, we do not have any answer yet. We will 

update this information as soon as the Bishop Solis communicates something new to us 

regarding Covid-19. 

I remind you that every day I celebrate the Eucharist throughout our Saint Andrew parish, I 

ask you to please take care of your health and of your families. Please continue to pray each 

day in your families. Try to participate in mass, especially on the weekend, in the way and 

with whom you strengthen yourself spiritually. 

May God bless us all abundantly, and may the Virgin, who is the Mother of God and our 

Mother, intercede for all of us, especially for those who are suffering the most as a result of 

this pandemic. 

 

Fr. Marco. 


